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ABSTRACT 
' To assess the degree of importance and use of the 
vocational information system, Utah “Project View," as perceived by 
selected students and counselors in several Utah high schools and 
junior high schools during the 1971-72 school year, questionnaires 
were distributed to a random sample of 1,765 students from 16 high 
schools and 6 junior high schools as well as 24 counselors from those 
schools. Data obtained from the survey revealed that: (1) Only about 
half of the students sampled \are making use of occupational career 
information, (2) Less than 14 ‘percerit were able. to recognize the VIEW 


_ materials, (3) Less than 8 percent who were able to recognize sources 


of the information preferred to use the VIEW materials, (4) Students 


feel that VIEW materials received little use as compared to other 


career information; however, counselors felt just the opposite, and. 
(5) The most recognized used source of career information is the SRA 
"Career Exploration Kit." Based on these findings, recommendations 


‘were’ made that: (1) the VIEW materials not be up-dated, (2) an effort 


be made to evaluate other career information sources superficially 
investigated in this study, (3) further studies be made to determine 
why VIEW materials are not used, and (4) in those schools where VIEW 
materials receive yide use, the "master-deck" be made available’ for 
reproduction. | (Author/SN) ; : 
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FOREWORD 


. 


It is important that children in Utah's schools be provided in-* 
formation that is adequdte tg assist them in making career decisions 


and that it is in a format that encourages use, However, if materials 


ed, ae 


made to provide materjals that will be 


are not used, expenditure to maintain ‘a should be stopped and efforts 


The study reported herein was undertaken in order to determine 
at least tentatively the extent of use’ and usefulness of the in- 


formation ‘materials developed“in 1967 and distributed ‘to the schools as 


"Utah profet VIEW." From such informetion, a decision is to be made as _ 
- . . [A 
to whether use of the materials justifies continued expenditure to publish 


‘ 


‘ 


= * ‘ e 
them and added costs to up-date them. E 


Walter D. Talbo* 
. State Superintendent of 
5 ae Public Instruction: 


iit 


~ 

* 

. 

, 

‘ . 
' 
e 
’ 
4 
- 
’ 
a 
. 
‘. 
' 
‘ 
i 
’ 

Vv 

} 

j 

( 

vi 


FOREWORD ./. «1. 


LIST OF TABLES . . 


LIST OF FIGURES . . 


INTRODUCTION: ... 


Statément of Purpose 


Background x 


Definition of Terms 


Delimitations 


TABLE OF’ CONTENTS 


Questions to be’ Answered 


METHODS AND PROCEDURES 


; Sample 


» 


. 


Page 


o 8 © © © 8 ee ee eee ee a 
, 
‘ ’ 
© © © © eo ee oe © © ew vi 
~ 


Se OL 8 EN ay pe a aa a ere 2 
Bee RR, OOM ORE We EE OF AS 2 
od ta aig) ego, I Pope: eae wee 3 


Procedure Ce cise Weck ae Ree 
- ( 
Description of Schools and Students Bs ee ee Laser ce 5 
RECARO NR RESWARI, p04 Gee ane eee ls Ee ae mel a 


Significance of the Project Cae ae a er 


FINDINGS. /*.... 
CONCLUSIONS ... 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 
REFERENCES .. « 


. 


iv 


/ . "LIST OF TABLES » 

Table , a 

1. Sample distetbucion of students by grade leve} and 
‘number and type of school . . .'.+. «sw ee wa 


2." Percent of Students and Counselors 
Using Occupational and Career. Information a 
Sometime During the 1971-72 School Year... . 
3. Percent of.Students and Counselors 
That Could Recognize the Following Sources 
Of Career and Occupational Information ..... 


4, Percent of Students and Counselors 
That Prefer Using the Following Sources of 
Cageer and Occupational Information ..... «, 


. 5.“ Career and Occupational ‘cbuneelor Systems 
» . Reported. by Students and Counselors of 
as Receiving Most Use... Caer et rd ee ee 


a 


f 


INTRODUCTION J ais ; 


with a fast phanging and ever-expanding ‘world, educators have 
found it necessary to design information systems for our ‘ secSndary 
schools that can disseminate career information to the students as fast 


and. accurately as possible, These systems should be relevant and up- 


dated to the vocational information needs of. students today to help 


. 


them get an accurate account of any career they are interested in.as a 


poe eS 


future vocational choice. sa o 


RURPEnES “thers. are several vocational information systems being 
utilized shtuhbue the United States, but there has been very little 
data available to aippure the usefulness or relevance -of these systems. 
This study was carried out to examine one ,such errs (Project: VIEW) 


that has been in use in Utah since 1967. ~ ie ge: *O%: 


Statement of Purpose i4 2 . 


i 


ahs purpose of this study was to assess ‘thd degree ef 4mportance a 


and usé of the vocational information system, Utah "Project VIEW) as 


. 


perceived by selected students and counselors in several Vtah high 


schools Sails junior high schools during the 1971-72 school year, 
. ‘ i 
Background. era 5 . 
- In 1967 and 1968 an innovative project was undertaken to develop 
a more effective way of disseminating world of work information to high 
school students, The project included the development of a "deck!" of - 


aperture cards and a key-sort system for retrieval of individual cards. 
In addition, book-form bound copies of the information were published: | 
é . : 4 : 


ee 


‘about dive’ years old, and it was: evident that if it were to be continued 


mation is recorded ona2x Sal piece of microfilm which is read 


and distributed to all of the secondary schools in Utah. Since the 


original publication of the aperture cards and the bound copies, requests 


received for additional topies have reguired two reprintings. The pro- 


ject was. named "Vocational Information for Education and Work" or more 


simply, "Utah Project VIEW." - ' ° 


Rie sehenzsentes information presented in the materials is now 


in: use it needed: to be’ up-dated. the justi fication for incdaning was 
to ‘peeinen the value of the tafotuation and the system and to assist . 
students in learning. about. career opportunitiey in the world of work. 


f 


/ ‘ 
/ - 


Definition of Terms a ri pa dyy 8S = 


a 
vi Vocational Information systems, Integrated support systems de- 
signed to facilitate the function of the counselor in helping the 


's 


students find vocational information as quickly and accurately as possible. 


Aperture cards. 2% x 6 inch cards in which vocational infor-- 


aK “ F 
using a special reader-scanner. ° > ‘ y : s” 


‘ieee bie. nisted A method of selecting « a single VIEW aperture 


caltd © from the "deck" of 125 on the basis of key words or phrases des- 


aa wey 


criptive of yarteas jobs. a oon 2 
4 Bound book. A full’ size (8% x 11 inch) printed copy of the same 


vocational information as contained on microfi lin aperture cards. - 


“a ; ry ‘4 


* Defimitations ’ Cae 


Oa Since it was impossible to survey the use of the project materials~ 
" a: YL oe \ Wey da 
by students in past years, this study examined only. those students who 
7 ‘ ; ‘ ' ; ; os ac ‘ 
used the materiala during the 1971-1972 school year; however,. counselors 
. . J % - x . 
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‘were included who have used the materials for the' past five years. This , 


ye 


study concerned itself with only the amount of use and preference for the 


‘y . . e 
project VIEW materials: as seen by students and counselors in the sample 


schools. : Fs B= 2 e ", a sad 
' act : ° \ Pree ' 
, \ é . ay 
~ : tx $085 
muesetene: to be Answered 7 i 
 * f «a 


The questions this study sought to answer were, 1) -To NSE extent, * 


Y 
> . 


are the VIEW aperture cards and: bound bodks used compared to other similar 


. ay 


. materials by tudents and counselors? -2) . Which vocational information 


‘system is preferred? ea Pe | : \ : 
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"> METHODS AND PROCEDURES = > aa: 
, sd P a8 ; 
3 A questionnaire was developed’ that was designed to obtain infor- , 
: mation from each student and counselor, peaeediny: the above questions on 
* the, use of goa preference for’ Project VIEW materials compared to other 
pintior: sacattate, 
a . 2 ’ . 7 ‘ Me G 
\ Ye : . ; } 
F + Sample ‘ 


* A,randoin sample ‘of 1, 165 students from each of 16 high scliools . 


and 6 junior high sthools pete maken from the school rolls, eats seven’ 


ay 
| through twelve. SERRE, respondents | werte selected: by taking’ evety fifth 


‘ student tpercing on “the school roll in the larger schools and .every.” 


Pa : * €ourth student in thie suaiter schools. All counselors in the randomly 


4 


a. ys selected schools were asked to respond, Figure 1, below, depicts the 
Py : \ £ ; " ; 


distribution of the sample of studéntd. -. s ee ont oh . 


bd or 


ee . . ° Pen ‘ti 
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. meg Table 1 pene =A 
Semple ee of Students by Grade , gaits 
Ps _ ‘erLevel and Number and Type ; sh 
2 > e 2 “Of School | ee” de 5 a 
. ‘ . ; 5 Z y . 
io 8s Grades ‘ 
a * fo ar 
—_—_—_—_—____-o. 
*  *Némber of schools ‘atid ; = : Ee 4 
'*, “grades sampled." * : 10 2 |Total 
' Large schools.: ¢ {high PACE Cand fof ofioh al ia) 
> * (Avg'.-100 studente/ junior high iva ae ie 3 
23 >; 1 school ; x schgols . Pie 
.i Small schdoks - ~\ , ,[ high schools aid fr x.| x{ xf 9 
'~, -{Avg. 50 students/ * —'| juniar high ‘ polka oe eS 3, 
: school oe iif schools 
. Number ‘of, students/grade re pie fa 1765 
‘ Hie, ry A : Pt ‘ 
- %,o£ sample a ae 9% [11% 19% | 19% | 24%] 100% 
: “ ‘ hg 1 ey ‘ ’ 
. t 
P , 5 ; : ’ - 
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The selected students were ae together during the first hour 


of the day. The investigator distributed the instructions and question- 


naire. -After the questionnaires. were completed they were collected by: 


the investigator, The counselor questionnaires were mailed with instruct-_ 


ions and a return envelope was provided, 


¢ 


Description of. Schools and Students “ 


% re. | Large high schools. . The large high schools were!’ those that had 
enrollments of about 2, 000/ students in ‘grades ten “through: beara: They © 


. / & 


were mostly in urban oy ‘suburban communities with about 15 percent of the, 


_ Students éomids from minority ethnic badkgrounds, and the remaining 85 * 


percent from AnglorEuropean. ‘ ee : 
— Smal.1 high schools. ‘The small high schools were those with enroll- 


ments of about 1,000 ar fewer in grades. nine or ten through twelve. Most. 


. 


of the studenke came from rural or, semi-rural homes and a significant 
\ xf ; 


. number had ‘parents. who Me in agricultural or agriculture-related jobs. 


The schools were about 5 pe cent BPE or other minority groups in. popu- . 
. 2 ° 
* lation with the feszintag 95 ercent Ang lo-European..' : 


Junior high: schools. \ghe junior high schools represented closely 


I * 
Junige high schools enrolled Abert 800 students in grades pe 9; the small + oe 


» ., junior mien schools enrolled “400 or fewer in praee 7- 9° 


& 
° « * <7 -. 


‘Significance of the Project | ~ ah a” he 


The aspect of vocational guidance with which this study was con- 
cerned was that ‘of tranemittal of guidance information to pupils of sec~ 
3 of a 
ondary ievel age. Guidance information includes information about the 


resembled the high pchools, an their population conhigueatbone. The large nn “| 


oe 


and data about self. Transmittal refers to those processes by which in- 


formation is organized, processed, presented and used by pupils, teachers, . 


counselors and parents. . ; 


j Vocational information like all other information presented does 


not have value in and of itself, according to Arbuckle (1960). The skiJl 
and creativity in the presentation of the material es be remembered long , 
after the information itself is forgorewn. 
‘ “There is very little research data available on vocational infor- 
mation systems. Many experts in the field of vocational counseling have 
defined the need for such systems, but little has been accomplished to - 
meet the challenge of disseminating updated information to high school 
‘students 

Evans (1969) states that during the present decade the needed 
external arrangements for storage, organization, and retrieval of infor- 
mation are becoming the objects of widespread concern, To the old array 
of published abstracts and indexes and to the traditional library services, 
new ichicieis have been and are being added: published lists of careers, 
citation indexes, referral services, clearing houses and exchanges, auto- ‘ 
mated searching systems, selective dissemination systems, and so on. 


- 


Tiedeman (1966) reports that it is becoming apparent that improved methods 


of information processing are essential if the vocational counselor is 


to improve the quality of "career knowledge” he and his client develop. 
Kroll (1969) reports that there are many difficulties in establishing and 
maintaining a compcebaneive indexing service. Since few producers of 
occupational literature, be they commercial or public, stdteda mailing : 


lists of potential users of such information, an acquisitive library 25 


- ™ 


must maintain a continuous research operation. This search process 
usually wecuaaiiacas direct correspondence with the publishers. Further- 
more, once materials have been acquired, they must be individually class- 
ified for indexing, storage and retrieval, The endeavors are time con- 
suming and costly. ‘ 

In summarizing vocational guidance information systems, Loughary 
and Bowman (1970) report that with encouraging exception here and there, 


most of the guidance information systems in today's schools are little 


better than they were 20 or 30 years ago. Whether or not they were ade- ; 


quate, then, they certainly’ are not now, especially in light of the 


students' cry for greater relevancy and society's insistence that ‘edu- 


cation serve ‘all youth. — 


, FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 


Table 1 shows‘ that only 49.3 peteent (869) of the 1,765 students 


surveyed had used any source of career gr vocational information during 


the 1971-72 shcool year. This figure is compared to the counselors 


. 


surveyed’ who. reported they all used some occupational and career: planning 


e 


information during that school year; 100% reported use of some (unspeci- 


fied) materials. 


Table 2 
Perc2nt of Students and Counselors 
Using Occupational and Career 


Information Sometime During 
the 1971-72 School Year 


Students Counselors 
(N=1, 765) (N=24) 
Yes 49, 3%, Yes 100% 
No . 36.3% No 0% 


Uncertain 14.4% Uncertain 0% 


: 


% : oe - 
‘ , ' t § 9 


« 


Table 2 shows. that only 13.9 percent (245) of the 1,76) students 
b : : 
surveyed were familiar with tne VIEW Handbook and only 13.6 percent (240) 
of the students were familiar with the VIEW Micro-film Cards and Reader. 
: fe ’ bie - 


Students were more familiar with all other resources, One hundred percent ” 


of .the counselors were familiar with the VIEW Handbook and 90.5 percent 


(22) of them were familiar with the VIEW Micro-film Cards and Reader. 


a Table 3 
: A 
Percent of Students and Counselors That Could 
Recognize the Following Sources of 
Career and Occupational 


> 


Information 
Information ; "Students _ Counselors 
Sources °- ‘ (N=1, 765) (N=24) 
yA % : 
S.R.A. Career 26.9 - 100.0 
Exploration Kits ‘ 
© Job Information : 22.4 pe O52 
Series : 
Occupational 17.3 ‘ , 100.0 
Out Look 

“ ae : 

" Encyclopédia of ° 16.4 ; 95.2 
Careers 8 ] 

- Careers Desk 16.4 90.5 
Top Kits { % . J. 
Chronicle Occupation 14.3 | 90.5 : ' 
Library |] 4 

7 | 
V.I.E.W, Micro-film . 13.6 90.5 j 


Cards and Reader “ 
. i 


V.I.E.W. Handbook 13.9 100.0 


a 


we 10 


Assuming that even though they had not used any materials, they 
had tthe potential to recognize materials, the data in Table 2 would in- . 
dicate that in terms of iiabers af students, no more than 121 of the ; een 
1,765 children sampled dchustiy” coute Sisochive the VIEW materials as a 
source, of occupational-career information. this number can be compared 
to the 234 children of the sample - almost twice as many - who recognized , val 
the SRA Career Exploration Kits. Neither number is properly close to 
1,765. y. © * 7 ee es 
In Table 3 are reportad the distribution of preferences of students 
and counselors for various materials. Only 3.7 percent of the students Sf" . 
surveyed reported that they considered the VIEW Handbook as their preferred. 
source of occupational and career information; this was a ranking of 7h 
of 9 choices. Only 4.8 percent of the counselors would make the handbook 
their first choice for students; this was a ranking bf 4th of 5 ranks, 
tied with 2 other sources that were also number 4, The VIEW Micro-film 
Cards and Reader were also rated low, with 7.9 percent. of the students 


and 14.1 percent of the counselors rating the Reader as their first choice. 


(Ranks of 3rd of 8, of 3rd of 5, respectively). ; a 


table’ 4 


Percent of Students and Counselors That 
Prefer Using the Following Sources of 
Career and Occupational 
Information ~ 


Ly | ‘ 


Information t Student Counselor. ' 


Sources (N=1, 765) \ (N=24) 

Poe Se ee ee eee 
% : % 
S.R,A, Career 17.3 28.6 
Exploration Kits ‘ 
Occupational : 8.2 20.8 
Out look 
: ite . » 

V.I.E.W. Micro-film 7.9 p01 17.0 
Cards and Reader 7 
Job Information 6.4 , 14.1 
Series > . 
Encyclopedia of .— 5.8 , 4.8 
Careers : : 
Careers Desk 5.6 4.8 
Top Kits . 
Chronicle Occupation 3.7. ~ 4,8 
Library ‘ : ‘, 
V.I.E.W, Handbook 3.7 ; «48 
Cther 6 0 
Not Familiar with 40.8 0 


Any of the Above 


As noted above (Table 2) only about 121 children recognized the 
VIEW materials, Therefore, the number of students who prefer using them 
could only be about 18 compared to about 41 of the 234 children recognizing 


them, who preferred the SRA materials. 


12 


Table 4 shows that opinions were mixed between students and coun- 
" 3 ; 
selors on the amount of use of the VIEW programs in the schools surveyed, 
, { 73 ae 
Other occupational and career-oriented. programs received little use, and 


e ® 


opinions about -use were similarly mixed. There was complete agreement, 


\ 
however, that the S,R.A, "Career Exploration Kits" received most use. 


‘ 


Table 5 \ 


Career and Occupational Information Systems . 
Reported by Students and Counselors 


‘as Receiving Most Use x 
* . ‘ 1 ‘ 
Information Students Counselors 
Sources (N=1,045) (N24) 


(40.8% not familiar with 
any materials) 


. Ts to 
S.R.A.’ Career 3 17.3 24.0 
Exploration Kits Ne a7 
: r 

Occuptational Outlook G2 ee 20.0 
Handbook 

‘ c . 
Encyclopedia of 7.9 20.0 
Careers ‘ \ = 
V.I.E.W. cards and \ 6.8 16.0 
Reader \ . = : 
Job Information - \ Dad . , 8.0 
Series Tee: 
Chronicle Occupation 5.1 8.0 
Library : ‘ ‘ 
Careers Desk 4.8 4.0 * 
Top Kits . ; . 
V.I.E.W. Handbook 3.7 1.0 


: Y ee 
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CONCLUSIONS 


Based on the findings of this study, the following conclusions 


are made: 


1. Only about half (869) of the sampled students in grades 7-12 
are making use of occupational-career information; the distribution of 
this held among the six grades is not known, If the sample is represent- 


ative of the population, only about. 66,000 of the approximately 134,000 , 


7 


children in the State, grades 7-12, dre using occupational-career infor- 
mation, 


2. Less than 14% of the sampled students in grades 7-12. were able 
e n \ : . 
to recognize the VIEW materials. If this percentage is projected to the 


State's population of children, grades wiz; only about 18,000 of the 


’ 


134,000 children in these grades know of the VIEW materials. n* 


al 
3. Less than 8%‘of the sampled students ‘who are able to recognize 


* 


sources of occupational-career information (121) preferred (18) to use thie: 
VIEW materials. Projecting this figure to the State's ccpitariae, grades 
7-12, Sewn than. 1,500 students (of upptoxiuatelg36,000 who would recognize 
any materials) would prefer VIEW materials, 

4. Students think, in corroboration of conclusion #3 above, that 
VIEW materials receive ‘little use compared to bther occupational -career. 
information; counselors, howaver, ‘thirik the VIEW materials receive Soni 
paratively more use, The reason for thie discrepancy is not known, 

5. The pe recognized, preferred, and used source of occupational-= 
career information is the SRA "Career Exploration Kit." Students and coun- 


Selors agreed, in every analysis, on this point. However, no single system 


is recognized or used by more than 27% of the students, 


4 


RECOMMENDATIONS — S 


Based on the findings and conclusions contained herein, it is 
4 ‘ 
recommended that: t- 
1. The VIEW materials (both in the handbook and microfilm cards/ v3 
. 4 


reader-printerc forms) not be up-dated or re-published at State expense 
unless other evidinde nippotiing their value is uncovered. 
| 2. An effort be made to determine the.value, in terms of effect 

on'students' behaviors in career planning, of ‘caavadbini a tgewageabets 
sation sources of the kind superficially investigated in this study. ; 

“3. Further studies of the VIEW materials be catiad eke to 
determine why they are not used. 

4. For those schools iidechente where the VIEW materials receive 
wide bay the "master-deck'"’*be made available for their use for VIEW deck 


reproduction at their expense. 
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